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Press Release 
 

New ICPR report on the development of the discharge of 
the Rhine under the influence of climate change  

 
Climate change is one of the biggest challenges of our time, including for water 
management. Droughts, floods and high water temperatures may have a negative impact 
on the ecosystem of the Rhine and its tributaries as well as on water usage.  

From droughts to floods: extreme weather conditions continue to 
increase 

International experts from the states in the Rhine river basin have used the latest climate 
data to analyse how the discharge of the Rhine and its most important tributaries is likely 
to develop by 2100.  

From November to April, the risk of flooding tends to increase. From May to October, 
droughts are likely to occur more frequently, last longer and be more pronounced. The 
stabilising influence of glacier and snow melt, which supplies the Rhine with water at this 
time of year and thus compensates for the lower amounts of precipitation, will continue 
to decrease until the end of the century. As a result, the Rhine will be more dependent 
on rain. Regionally, more frequent flash floods are also expected in summer, as seen 
most recently in July 2021 in the Eifel and the Ardennes, among other places. 

In summary, the frequency and intensity of hydrological extremes will increase further 
and faster than assumed ten years ago. As climate change advances, the pressure on the 
ecosystem of the Rhine will increase, drinking water supplies will become more 
complicated and shipping will be increasingly restricted. There is therefore an urgent 
need for action to develop and implement adaptation measures. 

Making the Rhine fit for climate change 

The new study serves as an important basis for revising the ICPR's climate change 
adaptation strategy. Therefore, a workshop with user groups affected by climate change 
is planned for spring 2025. 

“Based on the facts, we need to take adaptation measures to make the Rhine and its 
catchment area climate-resilient. With this report and the workshop planned for 2025, we 
are setting an important step in this direction“, says ICPR President Miriam Haritz 
speaking on the publication of the report. 

With its “Rhine 2040” programme, the International Commission for the Protection of the 
Rhine has set itself the goal of sustainably developing the Rhine and its river basin and 
adapting them to the effects of climate change. 

Link to the study (English version will be available later this year): 
https://www.iksr.org/en/public-relations/documents/archive/technical-reports/reports-
and-brochures-individual-presentation/297-climate-change-induced-discharge-scenarios-
for-the-rhine-basin   
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Contact person for queries 

International Commission for the Protection of the Rhine (ICPR) 
Marc Daniel Heintz 
marcdaniel.heintz(at)iksr.de 
0049-261-94252-19 

Background information on the ICPR 

In the International Commission for the Protection of the Rhine (ICPR), Switzerland, 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and the European Union have been 
working together for 70 years on the basis of a convention under international law to 
reconcile the diverse uses and protection of water bodies. With a view to implementing 
European directives, the cross-border cooperation was extended to Austria, 
Liechtenstein, Italy and the Belgian region Wallonia. 

At present (2023-2025), Miriam Haritz from Germany holds the ICPR presidency. She 
and the different ICPR fora are supported by the international staff of the permanent 
secretariat in Koblenz (Germany). 

See also www.iksr.org/en and LinkedIn. 


